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had earned great credit for his share in the Punjab reports,
and the Government required of him a full and descriptive
account of the Provinces, which hitherto had been a terra
incognita, and regarding which little official information
was on record. For this purpose he visited in due course
every single district in the Province, and interviewed every
one credited with any knowledge of the people and the
country. It was a very general and very unfair complaint
in those days that "he picked men's brains." Now it was
obvious that he, as a new arrival, must be quite ignorant
of the circumstances of the Provinces. The Government
required the information to be collected and placed before
them. So Temple naturally went to the local officers as
those best qualified to supply the information required,
which was duly sifted and recorded, supplemented by the
Chief Commissioner's own observation, the result of further
inquiries. In his reports Temple invariably gave credit
to those who assisted him. So the brain - picking com-
plaint ever appeared to me to be preposterously unfair.
I accompanied him always on tour, and did " devil" for
him in most of his reports, as has been very handsomely
acknowledged from time to time in his several publica-
tions. When he had some important report on hand, his
method would be to send servants and all necessaries to
some selected bungalow, situated at a picturesque spot at
perhaps twenty miles from headquarters, and well away
from all society distractions. Here there was no risk of
being disturbed save by the daily post-bag, which, so far
as official documents were concerned, was restricted by the
Secretary at headquarters to papers of urgent importance*
JWe would both work hard all the morning and afternoon,
taking our amusements in the evening, he with his sketching-
block and brush, I with my gun or fishing-rod. There,
after two or three days' outing, with the report complete
to its last polish, we would gallop back to Nagpore, and
the daily routine of office-boxes and dinner-parties would
recommence.